Keeping a Holy
Lent #2
Almsgiving



Recap

*Fasting—something good, something
noticeable, something that will pinch.

*Open us to Christ’s love.
*Further us in God’s forgiveness.
[_ead us into the Spirit’s life.



Almsgiving

A traditional Lenten
observance

| uther’s three conversions



What i1s Almsgiving?

*Almsgiving is not. . . .
a tithe
*an offering
sregular charitable giving



What i1s Almsgiving?

*Almsgiving iIs. . .
*glving beyond usual charity
*foCcus on the poor



What Is the Point?

*Almsgiving IS a specific form of
fasting focused on wealth.



What Is the Point?

\Why?
*Repentance
Detaching from the idol of money.
*imitating God In his generosity.



What Is the Point?

L_oving God and neighbour



Luther’'s Commendation

“Let us also be generous [as Abraham
was], and let us open the door to poor
brethren and receive them with a joyful
countenance. If we are deceilved now
and then, well and good. In spite of this
our good will Is demonstrated to God,
and the kind act...Is not lost on Christ,
IN whose name we are generous.



Luther’'s Commendation

"‘Hence just as we should not
Intentionally and knowingly support
the Idleness of slothful people, so,
when we have been decelved, we

should not give up this eagerness to
do good to others.”



How to Give AlIms

*G0ood, noticeable, and pinchy.
sAnonymity (Matthew 6:3)

*Magnanimity (Matthew 26:12)
sCarelessly (Luke6:34-35)
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